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The University rf Dayton

News Release

UD HOSTS DAYTON-AREA PREMIERE
OF GLASS HARMONICA
DAYTON, Ohio, October 20, 1987--Virtuoso glass harmonica performer Vera
Meyer will present a concert at 3 p.m. in the Immaculate Conception Chapel on
the University of Dayton campus Sunday, November 8, as the sixth event in the UD
Music Division's "American Music Festival:

Rhapsody in Red, White, and Blue."

"The glass harmonica is an instrument that Benjamin Franklin invented,"
commented Richard Benedum, head of UD's Music Division.

"It was immensely

popular in its day, both in America and especially in Europe.
Beethoven, to name only two composers, wrote for it.

Both Mozart and

After about the first

quarter of the 19th century, however, it went out of fashion and soon became
extinct.

Over the past 10 years or so, really since the Bicentennial, it has

undergone a revival.

This will surely be the instrument's Dayton-area premiere,

and possibly the first time it has been heard--at least in modern times--in the
state.
"The instrument has a haunting, ethereal sound produced by tuned glass bowls
that revolve on a central toning shaft.

The basic principal of playing is no

different from wetting your finger and rubbing it around a crystal wine glass
until it rings.

At one time the sound of the glass harmonica was thought to

induce insanity, nervous disorders, and even hypnotic states.

We hope the

experience on November 8 will be only pleasurable."
The concert is free and open to the public.

Call UD's Music Division at

229-3936 for more information.
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